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working until we convince people all over the
world, in countries that long for the level of
prosperity we take for granted, that they do
not have to grow rich the way countries did
in the 19th and the 20th century, that the fastest
way to grow the economy today is the most
environmentally responsible way. We owe that
to the future.

Taking the long look ahead, as manifest in
the protections we give today to the land around
the Grand Canyon and in these other monu-
ments, is fundamentally an act of humanity, and
I might add also, an act of humility.

I think it’s interesting that—I’ll close with
this—I had two rather interesting experiences
today only proliferally related to what we’re
doing. One is, the press asked me whether I
saw this as a legacy item, as if that was the
reason for doing it. I said, ‘‘Well, I’ve been
working on this stuff for 7 years now. And I
grew up in a national park. I believe in what
I’m doing today.’’

But I’ll say again, this is an act of humility
for all of us. When we were flying today over
the North Rim, when we got further west along
the Canyon, Bruce looked at me and he said,
‘‘See, there’s some dormant volcanoes, and you

can see the residue of the ash.’’ And I said,
‘‘When did that volcano erupt?’’ He said, ‘‘Oh,
not very long ago, 10 or 20,000 years.’’ And
if you look out here, you see, 10 or 20,000
years from now, if the good Lord lets us all
survive as a human race, no one will remember
who set aside this land on this day. But the
children will still enjoy it.

So I say to all of you, I hope you will go
forth from this place today with a renewed dedi-
cation to the long look ahead, with a renewed
sense of pride and gratitude, with a sense that
we have reaffirmed our humanity as well as
our devotion to our natural home, and a sense
of humility that we are grateful, we are fortu-
nate, and we are obligated to take the long
look ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at Grand
Canyon Hopi Point. In his remarks, he referred
to hiker Ann Weiler Walka, who introduced the
President; and Robert L. Arnberger, Super-
intendent, Grand Canyon National Park. The na-
tional monument proclamations are listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Initiatives To Empower Young People
January 11, 2000

I am pleased to announce today that my
budget for Fiscal Year 2001 will include over
$850 million for the Corporation for National
Service. The investments in my budget will keep
us on track to my goal of 100,000 AmeriCorps
members serving annually. They will also fund
several innovative initiatives to empower young
people. Through a new AmeriCorps Reserves
program, modeled on the military reserves, we
will be able to engage former AmeriCorps mem-
bers in service during times of crisis. Through
a new Community Coaches program, we will
place dedicated adults in 1,000 schools who can
guide students in effective service and connect
the school to the wider community. And through
the Youth Empowerment grants I am proposing,
we will be able to reward social entrepreneur-
ship among young people who are finding their

own solutions to problems like youth violence
and civic alienation.

Everyone who serves is a catalyst for change.
Since the passage of the National and Commu-
nity Service Trust Act, more than 150,000 young
people have served in AmeriCorps. They rep-
resent our very best ideals—they have helped
to immunize more than a million people; taught,
tutored, or mentored 4.4 million children;
helped build some 11,000 homes; and truly
sparked a new spirit of public engagement
across the land. The initiatives I am announcing
today will help more Americans share in the
power and promise of community service. I look
forward to working with Congress to ensure
their enactment.
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